Transforming 2D Human Data into 3D Model for Augmented Reality Applications  by Boonbrahm, Poonpong et al.
 Procedia Computer Science  75 ( 2015 )  28 – 33 
1877-0509 © 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).




Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
2015 International Conference on Virtual and Augmented Reality in Education 
Transforming 2D Human Data into 3D Model for Augmented Reality 
Applications 
Poonpong Boonbrahma,*, Lanjkorn Sewata a, Salin Boonbrahma†  
aSchool of Informatics, Walailak University, Nakorn si Thammarat, Thailand 80161 
Abstract 
Microsoft’s Kinect has been used in many augmented reality applications and most of them for interactive purpose. But since the 
Kinect is a device with depth sensing technology, it has been used for capturing the figure both 2D and 3D as well. In this 
research, we would like to create a 3D model or avatar which has the shape just like the actual human. Dealing with 3D avatar 
requires less computer resource than actual 3D model getting from 3D scanner. The purpose of this work is to transform the 2D 
measured shape of the human body into the standard 3D avatar. The new Kinect2 for windows with Depth Frame and Skeleton 
Frame function was used for body measurement. Using T-pose and A-pose position, measurement of the width of parts of the 
body at each joint (Kinect joint: i.e. Shoulder Center Joint, Spine Joint, Hip Center Joint, Hip Left Joint, Knee Left Joint, Ankle 
Left Joint, Foot left Joint and etc.) can be done easily. Since both sides of the body were measured (T-pose and A-pose), the 
circumference at each node can be calculated. In order to transform these data into 3D Model that representing human body, a 
standard model of 3D avatar was created. The size of the human part (measured at the node) was compared with the standard 3D 
model. If the measured size is larger than the standard one, then we had to scale the size of the standard model up but if the 
measured size is smaller, then we have to scale down. To make a perfect 3D model, technique called “Soft Selection” was used. 
Soft Selection is the technique for gradually scaling each node smoothly to match the second node. If we scale without using this 
technique, then there will be a bump occurred from one node to other. The 3D avatar model created this way will have the same 
shape as the human body it represented and can be used in many applications such as virtual fitting room, augmented reality 
games and etc. 
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1. Introduction 
Currently, 3D model of human seem to be in demand in many applications ranging from entertainment industry 
to virtual reality, augmented reality, clothing industry, automobile industry and biomedical industry [1]. With 3D 
printer available at low cost, demand for personal model also increased. Create 3D model can be done using 3D 
scanner but the process take a lot of work and time, not to mentioned about the high cost of scanner. Transforming 
2D picture into 3D model using computer graphics techniques may be the answer for this problem. There are many 
methods for 3D reconstruction that available. For example Range-based method in which expensive laser scanning 
device is used for collecting the distance from a reference coordinate system to the surface of the object to be 
reconstruct1,2. For the image based method, which based on the 2D image measurements, no expensive equipment is 
required. The two widely used techniques for this method are “Shape-from-silhouettes” and “Model-based”. For 
“Shape-from-silhouettes” technique1,3, shape of the object and the background are separated. Intersecting the 
projection of each image, then 3D model is determined. In “Model-based” technique 1,4, pre-defined model of the 
object is used as a reference in order to guide the interpretation of the data acquired. In our experiment, we have 
chosen combination of the “Shape-from-silhouettes” and the “Model-based” technique. 
2. Experimental Method 
In order to get the 3D model from 2D data measurement, we have divided the experiment into 2 parts. The first 
part deals with the data measurement in 2D and the second part deals with 3D model construction.   
2.1. Body Measurement 
In this part, Kinect2 from Microsoft was used for taking depth-frame and skeleton frame of the body. All the 
data need can be acquired from measuring the front (T-Pose) and side (A-Pose). Fig. 1. shows how to make T-Pose 
and A-Pose. 
 












Fig. 1. (a) T-Pose and (b) A-Pose 
The measurements were done on the converted picture from depth camera (See Fig. 2.) Using “Canny Edge 
Detection Technique”6, distance between edge to edge of the part that we interest can be measured. 
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Fig. 2. Converted depth picture 
Since we are interested in only some parts of the body that will have some effect on the movement, so only the 




Fig. 3. The position of the joint in the body5. 















Fig. 4. The parts  related to the joint were measured. 
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At each point that we measured, we can have both front width (T-pose) and side width (A-pose), so the 
circumference of the body part at that joint can be calculated from equation (1). 
 
                                                        (1)
             
 
Measuring should start from Head Joint Position, Shoulder Center Joint Position, Spine Joint Position, Hip 
Center Joint Position, Hip Left Joint Position, Knee Left Joint Position, Ankle Left Joint Position, Foot left Joint 
Position, in that order. After adding the joint position together, we can get the height of the body. The text file 
format of the measured data was shown in Fig. 5.  
 

Fig. 5.The text file format of the measured data 
2.2. 3D Model construction 
The concept of this part is to construct the 3D model from the data of the real body that has been measured 
using Kinect. First, we have to construct standard 3D model and then compare the measured data with the size of the 
standard model at each point. The standard model is shown in Fig. 6.  If the measured one is smaller, we have to 
scale down the standard model but if it is bigger, then we have to scale up.  
 
      
Fig. 6. The standard model 
 
For 3D model construction, we can start by loading the measured data from the text file (Fig. 5.) and each value 
is compared with the value of the standard model, for example:     
 ShoulderLeft   
Real Size  = 0.34 
ShoulderLeft Standard Size  = 0.30 
Ratio ShoulderLeft  = 0.34/ 0.3 = 1.13 
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Then the size of standard model (at the left shoulder) have to be changed by the factor 1.13. (see Fig. 7.). At the 
next measurement point (ElbowLeft), the process is repeated and the size of the upper arm is adjusted again. To 
scale from one measured point to the next, the process called “Soft Selection” from Maya is used as seen in Fig. 8. 
Scaling for the whole body using “Soft Selection” is shown in Fig. 8. 
 a b 
 
Fig. 7. Scaling from Standard model (a) to the real size using Soft Selection (b) 
 
Fig. 8.  Scaling for the whole body using Soft Selection 
3. Result and Discussion 
By comparing the circumference of each body parts that has been measured with the standard model and then 
scale for the whole body part, the results is shown in Fig. 9. Using this technique, we can get the 3D model of the 
whole body easily. The only drawback is computing resources required for scaling the whole body.  
 
 
Fig. 9.  The result compares with the standard model on lefthand side 
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4. Conclusion 
With this concept, the generated model can be done in real time which makes it suitable for some specific 
purpose such as virtual fitting room, game, virtual reality and augmented reality application. This concept can be 
applied to other areas as well as provided that no translation of the object is involved such as in architecture, 
archeology and etc. For the project involved translation of the object, modification has to be made because Kinect 
provides facility to detect only human motion. 
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